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As we close one year and welcome 
another, we turn to the designers, 
architects and makers who have 
shaped our pages in 2025, asking 
them to reflect on defining industry 
changes and to speculate what brighter 
possibilities could be on the horizon.

Luiz Albisser
Studio Luiz 
Albisser

For you, what has been the 
greatest positive impact on 
the industry in the past year? 
Seeing bioregional materials 
move past their old aesthetic 
stereotype. Waste wool, plant 
fibres, mycelium, even bacterial 
cellulose are starting to look 
genuinely high-end. That leap is 
making regenerative materials 
competitive across scales – from 
objects to architecture.

What do you hope to see in 
terms of change or impact 
for the year ahead?
A proliferation of production 
models where research feeds 
directly into local industries  
and waste streams.  
By testing new techniques 
through concrete projects 
hand in hand with material 
researchers and manufacturers, 
we believe research and 
design grow together through 
continuous feedback.

James Melia
BLOND

For you, what has been the 
greatest positive impact on the 
industry in the past year? 
I've noticed enquiries and 
projects shifting; there's 
increased appreciation for 
creativity and our opinions. 
That may reflect the studio’s 
maturity, but my gut says it’s also 
a response to AI: when anyone 
can ‘create’ anything, taste and 
experience increase in value.

What do you hope to see in 
terms of change or impact 
for the year ahead?
Speaking selfishly as an 
industrial designer, I hope 
excitement for hardware 
returns. It’s lagged behind 
software as investors shifted 
focus, slowing innovation. But 
this feels temporary – in fact, 
I can see a world where many 
of the exciting software start-
ups evolve their offerings into 
physical products. 
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Olga Gomez
Squire & 
Partners

For you, what has been the 
greatest positive impact on 
the industry in the past year?
With development slowing in 
some European cities, there 
is now a new appreciation for 
refurbishing existing buildings. 
This has enabled architects to 
reinvigorate historic buildings 
of different styles, from 
Brutalist, Art Deco and classical, 
providing renewed purpose to 
exemplar architecture.

What do you hope to see in 
terms of change or impact 
for the year ahead?
Fast-growing emerging cities 
are in pursuit of architectural 
identity. These cities miss 
the gradual evolution 
that traditionally shapes 
architectural character. 
Universal styles are applied, 
and architectural styles are 
artificially imposed rather than 
naturally forming over time and 
rooted in place.
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Sevil Peach
Architect &  
Interior Designer

For you, what has been the 
greatest positive impact on 
the industry in the past year?
It has been great to see that 
user needs have come to the 
foreground in the design of 
the workplace. However, my 
concern is that many of the 
projects I see are veering 
towards being formulaic 
responses, that distribute a set 
of ‘proven elements’ without 
due regards to the spaces they 
are introduced into, nor seem to 
reflect an individual company’s 
identity and needs. 

What do you hope to see in 
terms of change or impact 
for the year ahead?
As furniture manufacturers 
have now also entered this 
market, with ‘supportive 
products’, it is increasingly 
important for the designers 
to champion the themes of 
individuality, appropriateness 
and originality.
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