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Farrer Huxley

London residence unveils UK’s highest

tropical garden

Hannah Holt 5 hours ago

Landmark Pinnacle’s ‘Panoramic Sky Gardens’ occupy the 27th floor of a 75-storey tower, and
are home to over 3,500 plants, lounge furniture and a children’s play area
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The gardens, which take inspiration from Kew Botanical Gardens, were conceived and designed by Farrer
Huxley and Squire & Partners. Gillespies were appointed to realise the scheme’s planting vision, working with

Phil Griffiths, Director of Verdant Horticulture and former Head Horticulturist at Kew Botanical Gardens.

The indoor garden embraces biophilia to ensure residents benefit from connecting with nature including
wellness, productivity and socialising with other residents. Biophilia is an interior design approach which seeks

to connect people with nature in order to boost their wellbeing.

With panoramic views over the City of London, the West facing London Square Garden is approximately 2,250
sq ft and features a series of lounge areas divided by gardens. It houses 1,288 plants, ranging in size from low
level creeping plants to large 2.5 m high structural planting. The West Garden provides a calm space, with sofas
and benches set around specially selected trees, shrubs and plants chosen to transform the space into a

tropical oasis.

The East facing Sky Garden is approximately 3,400 sq ft and boasts 2,265 plants, creating a green and playable
garden for residents. |t boasts spectacular views over Canary Wharf and beyond. This garden is densely
planted, much like a jungle, within raised, curved metal planters. A play trail running through the centre of the

space takes twists and turns through the textural tropical and sub-tropical planting, allowing children to get



close up to the forms and textures of the planting. Vertical planting in the form of trellis running up the walls
and metal tunnels along the play trail also gives height to the planting, both planted with climbing plants

suitable for the internal conditions.
Key features of the gardens include:

The gardens are designed to deliver a year-round, multi-sensory experience. Planting has been carefully
considered to ensure it ignites all the senses, creating bursts of colour, texture, height and scents throughout
the seasons, providing residents a dynamic and ever-changing experience. Ficus plants, such as figs, have been
selected for their rubber-like, glossy leaves that stimulate the sense of touch, while more delicate plants with

smaller leaves offer a different experience.

Innovative in its transformation of a standard floorplate into a thriving environment for plants, the space has
the optimum balance of light, humidity and temperature thanks to embedded technology that can be
controlled at the flick of a switch. This green oasis will offer residents sanctuary amongst the planting, and a

playable landscape to help foster a greater awareness of the natural world and improve well-being.

The indoor ecosystem will be supported and optimised by sophisticated technological systems, delivering
innovations in plant care. This includes low-energy LED's, light monitoring sensors, misters and airflow controls
that are fed back into the BMS (Building Management System) - a computer-based control system installed in
the building that controls and monitors the building's mechanical and electrical equipment. These features

have been used to great effect at Kew Royal Botanical Gardens within their glass houses.
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