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FIRST LOOK

Nine-storey workspace in King’s Cross
completed by Squire & Partners

12 JULY, 2020 = BY ROB WILSON
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Rolling Stock Yard’s fagades reference stacked shipping containers and rail tracks in + Global names rally to support under-fire
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The 7,344mz2 workspace development for small to medium-sized creative businesses offers units ranging in Arup to axe 350 jobs
size from 150 to 680m2, with tenants having access to cycle storage, showers, lockers, a reception café and
breakaut space. The building draws its design cancept fraom its site north of King's Cross St Pancras, an area
long characterised by transpart, freight and industry. This is referenced in the expressed dark steel frame and

lid oak sl loved ical sl . i fiad . pH+ Architects completes ‘scul plural’
salid oak sleepers employed as vertical slats on its exterior fagades. . 2 canal-side terrace in east London
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Internally, the industrial references continue with expaosed concrete, blackened steel and perfarated aluminium

T _ﬁ"a
set against timber-lined recesses for the reception and café. A folding metal stair connects up to a mezzanine =520 Candidates dlash on diversity and

leval far the café with a 12 x 6m painting commissioned fraom London artist Barry Reigate praviding a

backdrap, with cartoan imagery, graffiti and cultural references to King's Crass.
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A pale grey poured resin flaar with inlaid track patterns defines routes from the entrance to the receptian, lifts
and café. Suspended filament lighting elements hang vertically at assarted heights above a rug which
continues the graphic of canverging rail tracks.

Every floor has openahble windows to allow for natural cross-ventilation, with exposed concrete ceilings
cantinuing the industrial aesthetic. WCs are designed as ‘superloos’ which include black Carian worktops and
splashhback, sink, large mirrar and vertical feature lights.
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A 140m2 private roof terrace with planters and feature lingar floar lighting has been created an the upper level,
while 300m2 of roof space has been planted with wildflowers and grasses selected to suppart local
populations af birds, bees and hutterflies. On top af this planted bed are 120 salar panels, with a further 80
panels an the south fagade, providing the building with a sustainable energy source.

Architect’s view

The design af Ralling Stack Yard takes cues fram lacal rail and freight industries. Converging railway
lines and shipping containers are referenced, expressed as a series of stacked elements with a black

prafiled steel structure emulating parallel railway tracks running harizantally across the fagades.

Within this harizantal grid, full-height glazing is softened by a layer of vertical salid oak slespers and

sinusaidal perforated metal screens ta offer privacy and shade during daylight hours, and emit a
diffused glaw at night.




At pavement level the building animates the street with bespoke illuminated entrance signage behind a
carrugated metal screen, and a double-height office entrance addressing Yark Way.

Eranding and wayfinding were canceived as an evalution of the architecture and interiars concept, by our
in-hause branding agency Mammal. Referencing the railways and freight industry of King's Cross,
Mammal established a palette of rust orange, blue and white with a graphic identity based on parallel
and converging lines.

Henry Souire, partnen, Squire & Parfners

Client’s view

Our visian far the site - just north of Granary Square and Coal Drops Yard - centred around creating a
new destination far creative enterprise which builds an the area’'s growing cultural community. We
wanted the huilding to have a strong connection with pastindustrial King's Cross and celebrate
cantemparary architecture.

Squire & Partners’ approach established a strang aesthetic drawn fram the histaric roats of the area, and
created generous and light-filled workspaces with inspiring communal spaces ta bring building accupiers

together.

Mark Goldbart, Newmark Proparffes LLFP
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SOURCE: SQUIRE & PARTNERS

Ground floor plan

Project data

Start on slte September 2018

Completion March 2020

Gross Internal floor area 7,344mz2

Gross external area 2,154m2

Form of contract or procurement route Design & Build (JCT 2016 editian)
Construction cost £22 million

Constructlon cost per m2 £2,9588

Archltect Squire & Partners

Cllent Newmark Properties LLP

Bullding owners Deepdale Investment Haldings Ltd
Structural englneer Davies Maguire

MAE consultant Atelier Ten

Q8 Currie & Brawn

Planning eonsultant Tibbalds

Fagade consultant Tharntaon Tomasetti

Fagade Colaurminium

Concrete frame Addingtons

Sarvlces Priority

Internal metalwork 7&fyr

BREEAM assessor MTT Limited

Branding Mammal Design

Mural artist Barry Reigate

Acoustle consultant Sandy Brawn

Project manager Rougemant

Approved bullding Inspector Approved Inspectar Services Ltd
Maln contractor Volker Fitzpatrick

CAD software used Microstation
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You might also be interested in ...

Piercy & Co gets virtual green light for
nine-storey Mayfair office block

17 AFRIL 2020 * WILL ING

Westminster Council has given Piercy & Co permission to replace a
1950z office block in Mayfair, central London, with a nine-storey

m—m—— " TDO unveils plans for £18.5m revamp of
i ]Eﬁl historic Southwark yard
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