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FOR
BRIXTON?

In a building that's seen everything
from 1900s grandeur to squatters,
Squire and Partners’ new workspace
means the area’s latest incarnation
is being served

Waords by Helen Parton
Images by James Jones
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“The Department Store
is emblematic of
the ebb and flow of
Brixton'’s fortunes and
the architect has
cleverly documented
each of these eras”

Movernber 2017

rom a middle-class London
subirb in the 10th century,
including the first sereet 1o
have cleomicity, 1o 8 moded of
modern British multiculmasl
society thanks 1o the infhx of
A West fndinn community post
second world war, Brixton has
always been at the centre of
innovation and communiry-
driven reinvent:on.

Mow the completion of the Department

Store, n worleplace for and by architeck Squire

and Parmers, sets the rene for another exciting
mow e, As you exit the Victoria Line's south-
ernmost Tube stop and hang a right, you can
just about glimpse the crafted glass dome
(replacing a dilapidated cupola) L!m{*aigu::ls the
location of this fve-storey scheme. It comprises
workspace plus shops and eateries ind, despite
only finishing in the summer, has embedded
itseld well within the bocal community,
Cut back to late 2015 and it's hard hats, hi-vis
wvests and builders” boors av the ready as Tim
Ciledyrone, the Squire and Pormers architect who
headed up this scheme, takes us round what is ot
this poing a ruther rundown building. “There was
decay hidden under the ceilings — it had almost
an apocalptic kok.” he says. As we stand and use
our imaginations, he emphatically describes how
woids will be cut through the building to give o

sense of connection between the foors,

in the 1950¢ a5 Brixron's reail draw diminished.
Eventually, after a vatety of oceupants, it was
Lasgely squarted after 2012, which is where Squire
and Purtners came in — buying the building and
a family of athers along Ferndale Road,

The Department Store is emblematic of
the ebb and fow of Brixton's fortunes and
the architect has cleverly documented each of
these ems, whether that's sourcing some vinags
jpieces of farnitere that discerning Edwardians
might have wanted o buy when Brivton was
a renail meces, or retaining some of the street
arewark created when it was home to squatters,

Liverally and figuravively, the practice wod
carefully, stripping the building back, restoring
some orlginal features and bringing in somc
modern tricks of the srchiectural msle, "We
knew when we were sble to save the floor, that
was 1 game-changer,” Gledstane explaine The
Burmese teak his been restored and creates o
feeling of grandeur underfoos on entering from
the sreer. On the outside, the ariginal brick,
stonework, stone, marble and termcorta have
been revealed and the original Crittall windows
restored or repleced with like for like.

Inside, the recoption desk deliberately koks
like 2 habserdasher’s display case. A solidly beau-
tiful piece in its own right, composed of tramazite
with glass sides and produced by long-tme
Squire and Partners collaborator Based Upon, its
design uses unearthed gems from the Depart-
ment Store’s history s well os current projects.

Then he promises & plece where
can make thelr models and which will be at the
frons of the bulding, providing a shop window
on Squire and Parmers’ work, On his architec-
rural apenda B a roof garden, a hidden court-
yurd and - crueially — the aim thar this would
be a truly creative workspace, like Shorediteh’s
Ten Building. The receprion would be like &
piece of art; downstair in the basement would
be an events space. 1t would rejuvenaze the
buildings adjscent too — for example, “bring
back thas idea of the village post office™ — and
the complex would have local retail outiets and
somewhere to get grest coffee. In 20017 it &8
clear that Gledstone and the team have pretiy
much been true to their design vivion

The bullding’s own hisory & a1 fascmating
a5 the arce of Loadon it is locared in. The Bon
Marché deparunent store, one of diree in the
area during itz heyday, was built in homage to the
opulence of the Parisian original. It was financed
by local businessman James Smith when he won
£80,000 after o flutter on o racehore: named
Roseberry came good on a double.

As the shop prospered, in 1906 o new annexe
was added in Ferndale Road, fust round the
cormer fiom the original Brixton Roead ston
ghving s cxors two Doees of retall plus staff
secommodation sbove. After serving bricfly asa
W2 bomb shelter, ths building became offices

The prion i home o items of furnitune
bt date back o the budkling's frst era, from
1906 to the 1950s, The archives of Danish furni-
rere manufacurer Carl Hansen and Sen (“their
heritage is similar o ours™ says Gledsrone) were
ruided to produce o pair of sofas with personal-
sed brass plagues. A Knoll daybed by Mics van
dher Rohe makes an appearance too, along with
rwo lasge-scale rugs by Lagune festuring bespoke
pareern: by bocal design
all the best Landon creative collaborations,
the pattern specialist duo — recently known for
producing & wrap for Centre Poine as well as
thetr fushibon work — and Squire and Parmers met
at & purty, The result i a teries af paterns that
walke inspiration from features of the building, for
example the windows, with names like Loopy
Mushroom and Muosheoom Bunch.

But far from feeling like a place in aspic,
this 8 modern, busy space. During OnOffice™s
wisit, @ local woman comes in 1o ask what the
building i all about - they get thar quite a lot
the receptionist telle me after happily explan=
ing the Department Store premise. Members
of the public often recall their memones of
this being s deparmment store. And, on to mone

e Eley Kishimoto. Like

proctical workspace concerns, the answer 1o
Thow you solve the perennial problem of endless
Amazon and Asos deliveries arriving for suudl?
Simply pop them in custom-made scorage, &




ready for the time-poor London employes 1o

collect. There's a direct route out to the court-
yard, fearuring cobblestones salvaged from
elsewbere in the scheme and a T0-year-old
tree called Russell shipped in especially from
Hamburg, Here would be the place where one
would make the analogy of Squire and Par-
ners purting down firm roots in the sres.

On my penultimate visit, the maker room/
modelshop next door is awash with neon wigns,
ready for the prsctice's contribution 1o this
year's London Design Festival. This space defies
the sterecrype of architects as hiding behind
computer screens; nstend there's 8 CNG
maching, laser cutters, spraybooth, saws and
sanders. There's a lorge “chel’s mbie” made
of vinmge cak, with more Carl Hansen chairs
gathered around i which in addition 1w mternal
meetings has hosted the range of third-sector
arganisations the archiect hos parmered with.

Among those in the design industry, Squire
and Partners is well regarded for being involved
in the Brixton Design Trail, this potch of south
London's contribution o fiagging up creativiry
in the capital. And the pracrice has form in
setting up shop in an aren and making sensitve
fnroads invo community-driven gentrificarion
rather than blowing in and pushing local busi.
nesses out, The practice’s previous King's
Cross setup in 51 Chad's Place included &
local low-key gem of a cale, long before anyone
Enew where the N1C posteode was and when
Gronary Square was just a glintin the eye of
those Jeading the team st developer Argent,
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This communiry involvement extends down-
stuits tov, via @ staircase that has been repur-
poscd from a nearby stable blogk, When yoga
semsions or weekly own hall meeetings for swif are
not taking place, the space plays bost to the bocal
creative and business community - during the
nine days of the London Design Festival it held
an event series called Under/BExposed.

Architects beinig among the most cyching-
savwy, there is irnple space for the wo-wheels-
good brigade, and the bathrooms are o cur above
basic to say the beast: bathroormware by Duravit
designed by Philippe Surck, taps by Dam-
brach: (a brand on a koo of people’s pipedream
Pinterest boards) and bespoke door handles
from another high-end supplier, Samue! Heath,

A grand ariginal staircase featuring carved
mahogany handmils and green parrerned vles
sweeps you upwards from the ground floar o the
workspace floors on bevels one o three, Flying
in the face of howdesking, here cveryone has
their own desk, with plenty of space 1o design
and develop projects ranging from a school and
commuriry hall in Rwanda m the Bulgari Howl
in Londen, In this way, each project team can
craft and make their own retzil-itvie concessions
with remporary displays of current work.

T ighithog b comibinntion of Flos Rusabis
Magnet sysem with a range of beautiful
espoke glass spheres from BTC in either
floor amp, pendant or wall light forms, Eagle-
eyed vizsitors 1o the frst floor will spy a Emised
edition Louis Poulsen lamp. Mo office can
function without ted, of course, and the &

“The practice frod carefully, stripping the
building back, restoring some original features
and bringing in some modem tricks”
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tea puings are also firtingly desipn-led: essen-
rally copper-lined bexes within a worage wall
made of hlsck ply The tes areas point the
way to B secret stair which connects the office
floors, cach with a scapng setup for those
get-away-frem-it-all-moments,

These preferring 1o vake the lift can access
not only the bullding's Aive foors but also
the series of half levels in the annexe, which
engineening-wise must have taken some serions
head-serarching. The annexe arens are where
you'll find the meeting rooms, and here the
firniture gets seriously designer: veneer mables
from Vitrn, Arper's Catlfa chairs covered in
Kvadrt fabric, upeyeled Eames Aluminium
Group and Arne Jacobsen Series 7 chairs, as
well as Frire Hansen rables, ghven new 1ife
thanks 1o a charcoal lnolewm from Forbo,

it the button for the fourth floor and the
doors open onto a bit of a showstopper, Clearly
building on experience gained from it foray into
thie food and drink business ot King's Cross, @

“The practice has form in setting up shop
in an area and making sensitive inroads into
community-driven gentrification”

intepventione
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“There’s a private dining room named after Roseberry,
the racehorse whose unprecedented wins meant the
building got over the finishing line in the first place”

the practice has aeated @ spacious restaurant
and roof terrace, where the lucky 220 employees
and guens con enjoy subddized food and a place
to hang out of an ewening. It collaborated with
Benchmark on the peoter and copper bar, paired
with Ercol dining chairs for 2 double whammy of
British brunds renowned for ther craftsmanship,
Tmide, diners can relax on pale green leather
banguenes, Benchmark siools or 8 Minord sofa
while, al fresen, outdoor furniture from Fermob
provides o place o enjoy views of the capital

o one end and, 1o the other, thar landmark-in-
the-making gliss dome. There's also a private
dining-cum-mecting room named afrer Rose-
berry, the meehorse whose unprecenied wins ar
Newmarket meant the building made ir over the
financial finishing line in the first ploce.

It's the perfect place 1o throw o party, same-
thing Squine and Partners did during LDF -
Gledstone talked bricfly about the Department
Store being “less of o fortress and more some-
thing that's friendly and sustainable™ before @
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“The practice has created a spacious restaurant and
roof terrace - a place from which to enjoy views of
that landmark-in-the-making glass dome”
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handing over w Binki Tayior of the Brixton
Dresign Trail wha spole of that event's positive
impact on the ares and the building's part in

it. The guest list prowved that point too. Beside
pleased-ss-punch practice staff wene people like
Cloudia Wilson, founder of Pure Vinyl, whose
mew shop is pare of the complex,

Leaving the perty, OnOffice shares a lifwith a
gentleman who points out his own contribution:
an arrwork hung pride of place in reception. As
we head to Brivton Village for sereet food, & place:
synonymous with the most recent chapeer in Brix-
ton's culnaral expansion, Sguire and Partners can
e sure that this bullding will define the next. @

onOffice

Go online
For a full picrorial look sroumd the
project www.onotficemagazine. com
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